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Be Children of Light

Well here we are in this bizarre situation of the quarantine. If I were to pick a
verse for us today to re ect on in light of the current conditions, I could not
have picked anything better than today’s second reading. I especially say
that in light of the season of Lent.
Do remember this would have been the day that the priest would wear rose
for it is Laudate Sunday. It is the day we rejoice because Lent is almost over.
That is indeed true, however, I cannot say the same thing for our quarantine.
This passage really invites us for this time to rediscover our faith and all that
Christ is calling us to experience in our growing love for Him and our
neighbor.
This is a great time to do this, why?
Well rst we are forced to look at our situation and even bring it to prayer.
For all of us, this is a whole new situation. I think it is reasonable to assume
that none of us have been through anything like this, unless we lived in
Europe during the Second World War. So, we experience our situation in
whole new ways and a new understanding. Some are saying that this is
bringing us to a new reality.
Maybe this will be the 9/11 of the 2020’s. Many of us remember September 10,
2001. It was the last day of the reality we lived which terrorist attacks the
following day changed forever. So, we can say that what we experienced
prior to learning about the virus outbreak and the news out of Wuhan, China
is a reality that is no longer with us.
We need to re-evaluate our day to day situation and as Catholics look at it in
light of our faith. So, this brings us to these words which really call us to turn
away from every form of darkness and to live as children of the light. What a
great opportunity that has fallen in our lap that forces us to do come to a
deeper relationship with Christ.
We really need to do this now.
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The reason is that Christ calls us to a dynamic relationship with the Holy
Trinity through Him. So many Catholics understand their faith statically. You
and I have the opportunity to correct that misunderstanding.
What do I mean?
A dynamic faith is rooted in our union with Christ and deepening our
relationship with him, not only through prayer, but through putting that
prayer into action. We need prayer to understand how to act.
St. Paul is calling us to live as children of the light and to live in ways that are
pleasing to the Lord. This is a great time to ask the Lord what he wants of us
and we do that in prayer.
Why is this so necessary right now?
It is something I have noticed for quite some time. So many Catholics
understand their faith through rules and laws.
Obviously, I have time to look at some Catholic postings on the internet
lately and discovered just how many people see God as a computer. So, they
feel they have to please a computer to get to Heaven.
That makes no sense. God is Father not the Unimactritransistorial computer.
Yet, how many people see God as this computer like being that insists that
rules must be followed to the letter or you will go to Hell. They do not know
the real God and they certainly cannot show Him to others with that
attitude.
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This is especially true in Lent because every Friday I read of people, not here,
in a panic because they feel they committed a grievous sin for forgetting
that they cannot eat meat on that day and accidentally will end up in Hell.
Well in fact Unimactritransistorial would cast them into Hell because it
would compute it as a violation of the rules. But God is not
Unimactritransistorial, he is our heavenly Father. We call a father that would
punish his child for forgetting not to eat meat at meal on Friday abusive.
Why would say that is the way God is? If we understanding God that way, we
re ect that God to others. The God people who thing that way is
Unimactritransistorial not our Heavenly Father.
God is calling us to know him deeply in faith, to experience His love. When
we experience His love, we turn from those things that lead us into darkness
and turn toward those things that lead us into his light.
The more we do that, the more that we re ect God to others in his love and
mercy. That is exactly what God want us to do.
This is a great time to understand our faith, to live our faith and to grow in
our faith as we unite ourselves to Christ.
The government calls us to stop and do little so that we can prevent the
spread of the virus. It is a time to read, to stream video to watch TV and to
re ect on what we are doing. It is a time to understand what we cannot
change and to see what we can and it is a time to think of our neighbor in
two ways. One not to spread the virus to another and two to mindful of the
needs all may have at this time and more importantly when this is over so
because of the drastic effects to our economy.
Finally, go online and read Paul’s words to the Ephesians today, which you
will nd as the second reading for today, the Fourth Sunday of Lent. Take
them to heart and use them to grow closer to Christ, to increase your
witness to Him. Do that by growing as children of light, not of darkness.

Be Children of Light

Be Children of Light

Questions for discussion at home or work:
1. What are some changes that Paul proposes that
you might want to make?
2. How have you been a child of light to others?
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